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SENDIASS West Northants Information Bulletin Issue 6

In our Information Bulletins we will focus on two topics and provide key information and useful links to

services and documents. We will also share news stories from the team and highlight Parent Support Groups
within West Northants.

Topic 1: Applying for an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan

An Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan is for children and young people aged up to 25 who need more
support than is available through special educational needs support. EHC plans identify Educational, Health
and Social Needs and set out the additional support to meet those needs.

There are two different routes to Request for an EHC Plan — also known as Request for Statutory Assessment
(RSA) or Parental Request for Statutory Assessment (PRSA). General information about how to apply, links for
these forms and updates from the EHC team can be found here.

Route 1: RSA

An RSA can be completed by Educational Professionals, with input from parents/carers using the RSA online
form that can be found here. You can upload your supporting evidence documents to the form, but if your
file size is too large you may need to send it to the appropriate EHC team using a secure email and
referencing your form ID number. If your home address is Daventry or South Northants then you would email
to ehcdav.ncc@westnorthants.gov.uk. If your home address is Northampton then you would email
ehcnorthampton.ncc@westnorthants.gov.uk.

Route 2: PRSA

A PRSA can be completed by parents/carers for their child if they are under 16 years old. If the Young Person
is over 16, to conform to the SEND Code of Practice, applications must be completed by them. The PRSA form
can be found here. You may have supporting evidence to add to your request that you can attach within the

online form. This evidence is likely to be letters and reports from medical and other professionals who have
worked with or assessed your child. Once again in the file size is too large you can send an email to the
appropriate EHC team as mentioned above. If you have any queries about this form or would like to talk this
through, we can support you with this. So please feel free to contact us to arrange a call before you submit.

Useful links:
West Northants Council have created an ‘at a glance’ guide of the EHC Process that can be found here.

We also have a document about the EHC Process that can be found here. When it comes to writing parent
views when completing a PRSA or RSA we have created a document of advice to support you which can be
found here.

Independent Provider of Special Education Advice (IPSEA) are always a great resource for support, they have
further guidance about asking for an EHC needs assessment that can be found here. They also have
information about what happens during the EHC needs assessment this can be found here. IPSEA have also
created an EHC plan checklist that can be found here.
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https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/education-health-and-care-ehc-plans-process-and-assessment/how-we-make-ehc-needs-assessment
https://www.northampton.gov.uk/xfp/form/557
mailto:ehcdav.ncc@westnorthants.gov.uk
mailto:ehcnorthampton.ncc@westnorthants.gov.uk
https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Parents___Request_for_a_statutory_assessment_of_Education_Health_and_Care
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/directory/local-offer/9a686c89-4e7d-4072-8512-fbe70a90b70c
https://iassnorthants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/EHCProcess-IASS.pdf
https://iassnorthants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Advice-for-writing-parental-views-IASS.pdf
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/asking-for-an-ehc-needs-assessment
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/what-happens-in-an-ehc-needs-assessment
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=de254d90-34e8-4293-8559-74f52256ff89
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Topic 2: Choosing a School

Choosing a setting for your child is an important decision to ensure that they get the best out of their
education, and one that many parents find difficult. When choosing a school, there are different things to
think about which may or may not have an impact on its suitability for your child. The best way to determine
their suitability is by finding out as much information as possible about the school and making your own
judgement about it.

The transfer from primary to secondary education is particularly important for children with an EHC Plan and
it is necessary for parents to plan well ahead for secondary transfer.

Useful links:
SEND schools and SEND unit provisions can be found within the Local Offer’s directory, which are regularly
updated. SEND schools can be found here. SEND units and resources provisions can be found here.

Choosing a school for your child can be a difficult process for parents, especially if your child has special
educational needs. We have created a document of questions to consider, this can be found here.

When thinking about secondary schools we also have a checklist of things to consider, particularly if your
child has Autism. This can be found here.

You may wonder what to consider ahead of a school visit, we have created a list of what this could include
this can be found here.

We have a checklist when visiting a specialist provision that can be found here.
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https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/directory/local-offer?page=1&taxonomy_id=providerType%3A44
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/directory/local-offer?page=1&taxonomy_id=providerType%3A45
https://iassnorthants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Choosing-a-School-IASS.pdf
https://iassnorthants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Choosing-a-School-ASD-Checklist-IASS.pdf
https://iassnorthants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Things-to-consider-visiting-a-School-IASS.pdf
https://iassnorthants.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Visiting-a-specialist-provision-Checklist-IASS.pdf
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SENDIASS News:

Our team:

We are now back to a fully staffed team; Eve joined us last month as one of our caseworkers. She has been

shadowing the rest of the team on our adviceline and with some of our cases so far and will soon be on our
adviceline supporting families. Our team now consists of our manager Nikki, our administrator Carmel, our
Officer Zoe and our four caseworkers Caitlin, Eve, Claire and Sally.

Parent Support Group Hi ndrome Grou

Northamptonshire (DSGN):

Who Are We:
DSGN is a local charity that supports families and friends in the community who have a connection to people
with Down Syndrome.

The purpose of the charity is to support families who have a connection with Down Syndrome, bringing these
families together to offer advice, share experiences, and learn from each other. The charity is run by people
with direct experience of Down Syndrome, in most cases parents. The charity:

Encourages the sharing of experiences
Provides information

Offers support

Organises a social calendar of events
Fundraises
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mailto:NDSGN007@yahoo.co.uk
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To contact DSGN their phone number is 01604 786320. Their Facebook page can be found here.
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Down Syndrome Group Northamptonshire
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https://www.facebook.com/DownSyndromeGroup/?locale=en_GB

